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Gallant Squadron Dead Honored 


Captain Peeler Speaks 


In these words, Lt. Comdr. William Peel- 
er, Squadron Captain, addressed the as- 
semblage gathered to pay tribute to ma 
of his Squadron who a few days before had 
given their lives in the line of duty: 

“On the night of October the 17th the 
airship - King 111, on a training flight, 
crashed into the hills of Santa Catalina 
Island. This airship was manned by our 
officers and men who were under training 
with Fleet Airships Pacific Tactical Unit. 
The members of this crew were: 

Lt. (jg) Wallis Hershel Marriage. 

Lt. (jg) Thomas Russell Smith. 

Ensign Edward Thomas Gorski. 

Preston Leroy Girard, ARM3c. 

Gordon Fred Kaiser, AMM2c. 

Inrnst Henry Jarke, Jr. AMM3c. 

James Riley Barker, APic. 

Robert Neil Cravens, ARMic. 

Bertie Lee Samuels, AM2c. 

The Tactical Unit instructor aboard at 
the time of the crash was Lieut. Thomas 
Henry Ralston, one of the original officers 
of this Squadron, whom all remember. 
Ernst Jarke, James Barker, Robert Crav- 
ens, and Bert Samuels survived the crash 
and are still with us. All of the others lost 
their lives. This is the first great tragedy 
to befall our Squadron. 

Most of these men have served with the 
Squadron since its organization. All will 
be remembered by their shipmates, friends, 
and loved ones for their unfailing devotion 



































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































to duty, their hard work, and cheerfulness 
which has contributed to the conviviality 
and congeniality whith have been a part 
of this station since its inception. 

These men did not die on the front lines 
of the field of battle, but each possessed 
the fighting spirit and the courage to have 
carried him there had he been called. Let 
us all remember that the men who volun- 
teer in their heart and spirit for the battle- 
line are serving their country as well as 
more fortunate few who are called to the 
front. 

We are assembled this morning to pay 
tribute and homage to these departed ship- 
mates. We have gathered to honor the 
names and the memory of RALSTON, 
MARRIAGE, SMITH, GORSKI, KAISER, 
and GIRARD. These men who gave the 
last full measure of devotion have com- 
pleted their service to the Navy and the 
Nation. To those of us who are left be- 
hind, they have been the best and finest 
of husbands, fathers, friends, and ship- 
mates. It is altogether fitting and proper 
that we so honor them; they have made 
the supreme sacrifice. 

But while we suffer in our loss and be- 
reavement, it should ease our anguish to 
recall that no greater honor can be the for- 
tune of any man than to give up his life 
for his country. The few words here spok- 
en can do naught to enhance this eternal 
honor, so let us, the living, carry on with 
the fight until victory is won, never for- 
getting those whose sacrifices made pos- 
sible the Victory.” 












































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































.. By Al Hands 


Memorial Serbices 


At 1100, 21 October, 1944, the men and 
women—civilian and military—of NAS, 
Tillamook gathered in Hangar B to pay 
tribute to the memories of the crash 
casualties. The following services took 
place: 


Sentences of Scripture—Invocation 
Chaplain Richard A. Bryan, USNR 


Remarks Lt. Comdr. Peeler, USN 
The Chaplain 
Pause for Silent Prayer 
Closing Prayer -................ The Chaplain 
Color Guard Retreat 
Taps 


We offer these lines by A. G. Herbertson 
in tribute: 
THERE IS NO SANCTUARY FOR 
BRAVE MEN 


There is no sanctuary for brave men, 
Danger allures them as it were a sun; 
What they have dared they will dare once 

again 
And so continue till the day is done. 


There is no sanctuary for brave men, 
Danger allures them as the moon the 


tide; 
What they have dared they will dare once 
again 
Though they lose all else in the world 
besides. 




























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































LORD, GUARD AND GUIDE 


Lord, guard and guide the men who fly 
Thro’ the great spaces of the sky: 

Be with them traversing the air 

In darkening storms or sunshine fair. 


Aloft in solitude of space 

Uphold them with thy saving grace. 
O God, protect the men that fly 
Thro’ lonely ways beneath the sky. 


































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Lt. Thomas FG. Ralston, USNR 


Aboard NAS, Tillamook, for 21 months, 
Lt. Ralston entered the Naval Service from 


Brockaway, Pa., in August, 1941. He was 
commissioned Ensign after completing 
flight training at Lakehurst, N. J. in April 
1942. After his commissioning he was 
transferred to the Operating Patrol Squad- 
ron at Lakehurst until September of that 
year, when he was ordered to the Patrol 
Squadron at Moffett Field, California. 

He reported to Tillamook in December, 
1942—one of the original group of officers 
whose job it was to form and direct the 
beginning activities of the Squadron. 

In May, 19438, he advanced to the rank 
of Lt. (jg). His promotion to the rank of 
Lt. Senior grade came in July, 1944. 

Less than two months ago he left Tilla- 
mook to join Fleet Airships Pacific Tactical 
Unit, based along the California coast, 
where he was serving as Operations Offi- 
cer at the time of his death. 


Preston DL. Girard, AR AMl3e 


After joining the Navy in December, 
1942 at Kansas City, Missouri, like his ship- 
mate Kaiser, Preston L. Girard was assign- 
ed to Great Lakes Training Station, Illinois, 
for basic indictrination. After completing 
his ‘primary training, he reported to the 
Aviation Radio School at Memphis, Tennes- 
see. At graduation he was rated ARM3c. 
Further training at Lakehurst, New Jersey, 
qualified him for duty in Lighter-Than-Air. 

He reported to the Squadron at NAS, Til- 
lamook, in November, 1943. During July 
of this year, he was awarded the “Air 
Crew” Insignia. 


Serbice Records 


Below you will find brief accounts of 
the service rendered the U. S. Navy by the 
Squadron men who gave their lives on the 
night of 17 October, 1944. The facts have 
been mined from records and presented 
literally in the knowledge that friends and 
families can better supply the rich details 
of everyday living which make these men 
enduring memories: 


Lt.(jg) Thomas R. Smith, USNR 


Entering the Navy at Boone, Iowa, 
Thomas Smith was one of the first cadets 
to receive preflight instruction at St. 
Mary’s, California, in July, 1942. After 
completing the three-month training course 
there, he entered flight training in Lighter- 
Than-Air at Moffett Field, California, at 
the completion of which he was commis- 
sioned an Ensign in the Naval Reserve. 
After receiving his commission he served 
as an instructor in the Training Command 
at Moffett Field. 

During the month of April, 1944, he was 
promoted to Lt. (jg). A month later orders 
brought him to NAS, Tillamook, where he 
served as a First Pilot and Assistant Train- 
ing Officer. 

He was on detached temporary duty at 
Del Mar, California, at the time of his 
death. 


Tt. (jg) Wallis H. Marriage, BSNR 


An art major at the University of Ore- 
gon, Wallis H. Marriage gave up his studies 
and joined the Navy in January, 1942. He 
entered St. Mary’s Pre-Flight School in 
California in July, 1942, graduating the 
following October. He chose to enter Light- 
er-Than-Air and received his training at 
Moffett Field, California. 

In February, 1943, he was commissioned 
Ensign and shortly thereafter reported to 
the Squadron at NAS, Tillamook. In April, 
1944, he was advanced to the rank of Lieu- 
tenant, Junior Grade. 

He had been ordered to Del Mar, Cali- 
fornia, for temporary duty, when his life 
was tragically cut short. 

fe} 


Ensign Howard T. Gorski, USNR 


Edward T. Gorski was inducted into the 
Navy in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, over five 
years ago. As an enlisted man he served 
at sea for two and one half years as a 
yeoman. In December, 1942, he entered the 
Pre-Flight School at St. Mary’s, California. 
Upon completion of this training, he enter- 
ed lLighter-Than-Air Flight Training at 
Moffett Field, California. Commissioned 
an Ensign August, 1943, he was ordered to 
the Operating Squadron at Moffett. 

In March, 1944, he reported aboard NAS, 
Tillamook. 

His collateral duties with the Command 
included Communications Watch Officer 
and Assistant Training Officer. 

Like his brother officers, Lt. (jg) Smith 
and Lt. (jg) Marriage, Ensign Gorski was 
on temporary detached duty at the time 
of his death. 


The Chaplain Gites Courage and Pearce 


Sentences of Scripture 


“God is our refuge and strength, a very 
present help in time of trouble. Therefore 
will not we fear, though the earth be re- 
moved, and though the mountains be car- 
ried into the midst of the sea.” 

fo} 


“I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills: 
from whence shall my help come? My 
help cometh from the Lord, who made 
heaven and earth.” 

fe) 

“Lord, Thou hast been our dwelling place 
in all generations. Before the mountains 
were brought forth, or ever Thou hadst 
formed the earth and the world, even from 
everlasting to everlasting, Thou art God.” 

fe} 


“The Lord is my shepherd: I shall not 
want. Yea, though I walk through the 
valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear 
no evil, for Thou art with me. Thy rod 
and Thy staff they comfort me.” 

fe} 


“Blessed are they that mourn, for they 
shall be comforted. Peace I leave with 
you; My peace I give unto you; not as the 
world giveth, give I unto you. Let not 
your heart be troubled, neither let them be 
afraid.” 

fe} 

“Blessed are the dead who die in the 
Lord; even so saith the Spirit, for they 
rest from their labours, and their works 
do follow them.” 

*« * * 


REMARKS BY THE CHAPLAIN 


“The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken 
away; blessed be the name of the Lord.” 

fo} 

“A heavy blow has fallen on the circle of 
our Navy family here at Tillamook. Those 
who labored here but a short time ago 
have finished so quickly the end of their 
work. And our sense of loss is fresh and 
keen, aS we pay our deepest respects to 
these friends and shipmates of ours. 


Gordon F. Kaiser, AMM 


In March, 1944, Gordon F. Kaiser joined 
the Navy at South Bend, Indiana. He re- 
ported to Great Lakes Naval Training Sta- 
tion in Illinois shortly thereafter. After 
completing his primary indoctrination, he 
was ordered to the AMM School at Jack- 
sonville, Florida. Here he earned the rate 
of AMM3c. 


In December, 1942, he reported to Moffett 
Field, California, where he served with the 
operating Patrol Squadron. Later he was 
assigned to the auxiliary operations of the 
Squadron based at Tillamook and Eureka, 
California. In May, 1943, he came aboard 
NAS, Tillamook, and in October of that 
year was advanced to AMM2c. 

During February and March of 1944, he 
attended the Aerial Free Gunnery School 
at NAS, Seattle. 
was awarded the “Air Crew” insignia. 





In April of this year he . 


Inéocation 


“O God who art over all, the Lord of our 
Life and Death, we gather here this morn- 
ing with sorrow of heart for the friends 
who have so suddenly been taken from our 
midst. “May this hour be set apart unto 
Thee, as we lay before Thee the burden of 
our grief, and as we express our gratitude 
for all that their lives have meant to us and 
to our country. And when we leave, may 
it be with the assurance that in Thine in- 
finite mercy, all is now well with them, and 
may it be with new strength to take up 
the tasks that lie ahead, and with lives knit 
closer together in friendship with each 
other and in fellowship with Thee. Through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.” 





Our loss is great because our gift was 
great. We have known many good times 
with these departed friends of ours, Deep 
friendships were quietly woven in daily 
tasks and pleasures shared — strand by 
strand. With Job, we can recall with grat- 
itude, ‘the Lord gave,’ and we can say 
‘Thanks be to God that such have been.’ 

° 


“Be still my soul: thy God doth undertake 
To guide the future as he has the past. 
Thy hope, thy confidence, let nothing shake. 
All now mysterious shall be bright at last. 
Be still my soul: when change and tears 
are past, 
All safe and blessed, we shall meet at lost.” 
fe} 


“And for those of us who are left behind, 
it is given to us to take up our work, with 
a purer, deeper faith in God, and a more 
complete consecration to the tasks that lie 
ahead. 

fe} 

“The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken 
away; blessed be the name of the Lord.” 

fe) 
in Silent 
Chaplain 


After the Assemblage joined 
Prayer for the departed, the 
voiced the closing Prayer: 


“O God, our Father, we thank Thee for 
the knowledge that death is not the de- 
struction of life, but the beginning of a 
new life, and that it cannot take us out of 
Thy hands nor separate us from Thy love. 


“We have joy in these who have lived 
faithfully, and in all fair memories and 
bright hopes. We asknowledge Thy good- 
ness in these lives now finished on this 
earth. 


“O Thou who are the Comforter of Thy 
children, look with mercy upon those of 
their inner circle who mourn. Be Thou 
their stay in life’s further journey. May 
they feel the deep assurance that their de- 
parted ones have found a better life wit’ 
Thee. 

“Strengthen us, we beseech Thee, to lead 
a life of faith and righteousness all the 
days of our life. We bless Thy name for- 
ever. Through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
Amen.” 



































i Sih se a he 8 a a 
NAS Tillamook, Oregon 


























